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reform, and our greateſt Men had too great a Tincture of Popery, both 
as to Dottrine, Worſbip, and Diſciplane. &- BY. -: 
In Edward the Sinth's time, What the Opinion of Artbiſto 
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An Toquiry into Mooſe Cries fo which alone uccordin to the Di- 
wine Rule, Excommunication _ to CA and be ahi by 
the Church. 
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upon.them,. muſt be determined by the Law of 
But by a Parity of Reaſon, if it be an Igſtitution 
of Girly ity, the Oat of thy Core mat be deemed b the Lew of 
: and it is not in the Power of Man to make an Alteratian in the 
Ge, nor hath the. Scripture left _—_ without a Determination in the 
Gaſe.. Three things according bY oy muſt concur to make 
an Object of this heavy Cenfure "Gt Party muſt be a Simmer, —— 
hoſe Sins rg" retained, (2.) Nor x: Sal Jon the objelt of it, 
. Either an Heretick, Firs 3. 10. One \that hath 
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Thacves, : cid Swearers, and Curſerr;, theſe are 
lt analog Ofeodervand a Do Precept, Marth. 18. (3) Yer 
neither arc 'all theſt the Objetts of | Cn unleſs they be Srub- 
born, Comtumacious, and Incorrigible. An Heretick, is not to be avoided 
til akrer the ff cout found Adnaninjn, Tit. 3: 10. Nor an Offender, 
till after that he hath refuſed to hear the Church, Mat. 18. 
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anon Law, which ſteadily 'T hat none but -Hevrericks, and 
ſuch as are guilty of Mortal j pg 2; ious in them, ' are to be 
Excommunicated. 


It is a moſt unreaſonable thing to- think, that it is the Will of God 
that any ſhould be Excommunicated- for what is no Sin. - Ghriſt>never 
willed the cutting off true Members from his Body. And it is altoge- 
ther 4s unreaſonable to imagine, that it: isthe will of: Chriſt, who burh 
C ion on the - [gnorant, and theſe who ate out of the 'Wiy;- and who 
hath his readineſs to receive repenring Sinners, ſhould have 
willed-the cutting off of thoſe from the Communion of his Church, who 
are not Conrunaciows. Buy this is granted.on all bands, that none ( be 
they never fo great Tranſgreſlors) unles Cormmaciews, -thould be'the 
Objects of this Cenſure, at leaſt what they call the greater” Excommu- 
nication Oy Wor mag > ens ren ns py) om 
Commetiion is ſome Ordinances, beio under the % th 
on, it cannot indeed properlye Excommunication. But when a 
Perſon is to be -j Contumacions, 'is the t Queſtion, The 
Papiſts making the Laws and Decrees of their | if not 
ſuperiour, tothe Laws of God, make all ' Difobedience to their Canons, 
perſiſted, in to be Contumacy. And in abuſe of that Text, Matth. 18. 
If he will not hear the. Church, let him be unto thet as an Heathen and a 
—_ yes boa Does yan wy home thoſe 
whom arch. "1. E# commanding to appear at - 
their Conſiftorits. 2. Or, tho ering, if will not - within ſuch a 
time as they ſet, do what in thoſe Courts t m8 fit 19 enjoy them... 

But indeed, that Contumacy which renders any, according to 
the Will of God, the Objects of this Cenfure, muſt be a Cont 
againſt the Commands of Chriſt, If ifideed any. Perſon hath done 
any thing, - for which according to the Will of "God he is cenſu- 
rable by the Church, and- they- fend for him,' and he will not-ap- 
pear toanſwer and juſtify himſelf :'' Or, if they command him to do, 
what Chriſt hath in his Goſppel commanded them. to' do, and'he re- 
fuſeth after ſeveral Admonitions to do it, he may be judged Con- 
tamacious ;;,but other Contumacy the Sripeure knowerh wot 3 nor 
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driny of the Truth : And that they may recever s out of the 

the Divel, "rho are taken captive by brim at bis will, 2 Tim 2, 26. 
And- ; If a Max be overtakgn run: = pang wp ry ove in the 
Spirit of Meekzeſs, confidering wa felues, leſt we tempted, Gal. 6. 1. 
never that Men ſhould be delivered op to the Devil, caſt our 
ofthe Communion of the Saints, iu balte. - And indeed this is {fo evi- 
dent a picce of the Will of God, fo conſonant to Humane Reafon, that 
not only al} Divines, as well Ancient as Modern, have agreed it ; 
but the very Canon Lap (cit in ſeveral places determines it, and mak- 
eth « a grievous Sin for any Piſhop ar Preeft ts proceed to- this Sentence, 
without a leiſurable and full hearing of the Caute. And I remember the 
Inſtance of God himſelf is brought in, reſolving to go down and ſee if 
the Merits of the Men of Sedors were ing tothe cry come up; and 
2s to the deliberate proceeding of the Jndgy,noin the hearing,chd roof 
of the Canſe, fo in the denounang the Sentence, itfpcaketh fo ruch 
as one would think more were needick to be ſaid. | | 

$o &s rhe haſty Thundering out of Excammunrications, which we fee in 
our Days, i fo far from deriving aoy Repate or Authority from #ely 
Writ, that it cannot ſo much as derive fram the Popilſh C amor Law. - 
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The Original Corruptions which have beew, or are ſound, in 
the nar, ., ak ac uetbr | 4 


Ince the Pape claimed to-hinafelf the Txle of the Head of the F 
ht nk, my gpnr ry eyg fr gras © pretended to derive from 
im, it, or part of it, as he pleaſeth, to Archbbiſbops, 
; >. ap prin with a Power alſo to them. to delegate it 
unto others. Thoſe who are broken off from the Church of Rome, and 
yet will have Nations! and Dioceſan Churches, muſt make Biſbops the 
Spiritual Heads of them, clothed with igunediate Pawer from Chriſt, tor 
influence their ſeveral Churches, and to deal out God Ordinances. 
unto them. To keep my ſelf to. that particular Ordinance which is - 
the Subject of my Di . "The Canax Law of old determined, That 
Laymen being lscenſed from the Pope -( the Vicar of Chriſt ) might excom- 
municate, and even Biſhops might not, in ſome cular Cauſes re- 
ferved to his Holinefs. Since Biſheps extended their Diaceſes be 
the reach of their own Eye, and the poſſibility of their awn P 
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Care,there was a necellity alſoof their delegating theix Power 2s to. Juriſ- 
did ndt ariſe from their own Ecror in 
according to the Divine. Rule they could. not 
4iſc | leave to others to inquire ; as alſo by what Authority any 
ical Officer can departe a - to uſe the key of Diſcipline com- 
mitted to him, more than the Key of Knowledg, or the Adminiſtration of 
Sacr aments. tg < to-have a Power to delegate,” they mult 
cither delegate 1t 'ro Mimiſters, or Lay-mexn. To have deputed only Mi- 
brown = EIS very anreaſonable,and 
erous : unreaſonable, that a Miniſter of a,parti Congregation, 
ſhould have a Power to excommunicate Rp another ; for 
the Biſhop could not make him Paſtor of the whole Dioceſe : And d 
rous t09 to the Epiſcopal Funttion, leſt People "ſhould have been nurſed 
up in an Opinion, that the Miniſter did it by his own Power, immedi- 


ately derived from Chriſt, and fo there had been no need of a Bs 
for Juriſdiftion. Thus when- one abſurdity is an. h 
follow. Upon this point I will only add the Teſtimony of Sir Francs 
Bacon (ſometimes Lord Chancellour of England ) not ſo much for the Au- 
thority, as for the Reaſon of it. ve 1 

* Two things there are ( faith he) in our E Government in 


© which I was never ſatisfied. -1. le rams + | rabanys , 
© 2. Their Deput ation of it. After he bad faily to the | ras 3. 
* latter. - Our Biſhops (faith he) exerciſe their Juriſdiction by Chancel- 
© lours, Commiſlaries, Officials, &c. We ſee thataccording to the Laws 
© of all Nations throughout the World, Offices which ire Skill 
© and Truſt, are not executed by Deputation, unleſs it be ſoexpreſſed 
© in the Original Commiſſion, and in that caſe it is lawful. No Judg 
©in any Court ever ſubſtituted a Deputy. The Bithop is a Judg; 
£ that in Matters of at! higher Nature ; how cometh he to ſubſtitute ano- 
© ther, when as all Truſt is perſonal, and. inherent inthe Perſon tru- 
© ſted, and cannot be transferred to another ? Certainly. as to this, 
*from the beginmmg it was not ſo. Itis (Cſaith he ) le, that when 
© Biſhops gave themſelves too much to the this World, and in 
© Kingdoms became Peers, and Councellours to Princes, they delegated 
< their Juriſdiftion, which was proper to them, as a thing beneath their 
© Greatneſs,and like Kings and Count-Palatines would haye Councellours 
* and Judges under them. Thatlearned Author ſpeaks a great deal more 
in this Cauſe. Nor hath any-conſciencious, learned Man that I know, 
defended this Power of hearing and judging Cauſes in order to Excom- 
munication, in the hands of any, fave only ſuch as have been = 
ers 
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From the ſame Anthors, are derived 'Excommunications for light and 
trivial things, a thipg condemned ' by all Ancieve Councils, and upand 
down in the Canor-Law, which forbiddeth all Excommunications, unleſs 
for Here, or - for ſome Mortal Sin; But we muſt know to what an 
heighth of Power the Advocates for the Church of Rome had cxyed up 
that Church : That it was impoſſible -atiy conld be guiſty of a more 
Mortal Sin, than not coming, when any, Officers of that Church ſaid, 
Come ; or not going, when they faid, Ge ; or.not doing this or that, when 
they ſaid. Do 5. Hence it came to paſs, that: when as arigi the 
Church trad ay ty as a Crimmal, but he that was 
accuſed as'ſvch, for ſome Crime, for which, according to the Law of 
God, ow (if found guilty ) co be excommanicard, in - nd 
indeed, NON-AaPPEArance interpreted 4 feſſion 
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or not obeying ſuch Decrees, was alſo judged a Comumacyto the Charch, 
and the Crimedeſerving Excommunicatidn, than which a Abuſe 
cannot eaſily be imagined. And it is no wonder, that after that Ex- 


dred out every light occaſion, and fo- had loſt alt the repute of z 
Divine Inſtitution, thence it came as ſlightly to be managed of denoun- 
ced, all the Gravity ard Serioufneſs of the Admmiſtration was loſt. 
The lefurable Admonitions given, with the Interpofition of many Da 
and Months, were turned to the ſlighty faying thrice In a > 
ores ac the firſt time, 1 admoneſh you the ſecond time, I edwoniſh you 
the third tame. \ 
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